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WHAT EXACTLY ARE HIGHLAND GAMES?

The Highland Games have been a longstanding tradition in Scotland. They started when clans 
competed against each other. Such events were viewed as war games; these brought out the strongest and 
bravest soldiers. They weren’t always about war; they also thought that music and dance were 
important, as well as the best runner for jobs such as couriers. Later they became more like sporting 
events, and an opportunity for community gatherings.
Highland games are events held throughout the year in Scotland and other countries as a way of 
celebrating Scottish and Celtic culture and heritage, especially that of the Scottish Highlands.

WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE 2ND ANNUAL BERMUDA HIGHLAND GAMES

The Bermuda Highland games will consist of bagpipe playing, a highland dancing competition, 
running races for all ages, tug of war and caber-tossing competitions. The event will culminate with a 
march past of the members of the visiting Royal Canadian Mounted Police Pipe Band (Halifax Division), 
the Bermuda Island Pipe Band and Highland Dancers, the Bermuda Regiment, and the Somerset 
Brigade Band.

WHAT IS THE CULTURAL CONNECTION BETWEEN SCOTLAND AND BERMUDA?

Over the centuries Scottish Regiments have been some of the British forces stationed in Bermuda; 
the 42nd Regiment (Royal Highlanders or Black Watch), for example, was stationed in Bermuda in the 
mid 1847-1851. In 1849, during a prolonged drought, members of the Regiment dug a well for the relief 
of the suffering of Pembroke residents and their cattle. The well was named Black Watch Well. 

Later Scottish and Canadian regiments were posted to Bermuda, and where the regiments went, 
so did the bagpiper. Two local pipe bands emerged in the 1950s: the Bermuda Cadets Pipe Band, an 
army-cadet-based group, wearing the Gordon tartan, and the Bermuda Pipe Band, a group of police and 
prison officers who wore the tartan of Prince Charles Edward Stuart. The Bermuda Islands Pipe Band 
was formed in 1993 from the amalgamation of the two and chose the Gordon tartan for its uniform. 
Today there are about 20 pipers and drummers in the band, supported by a highland dancers group

Christ Church, Warwick is built on land granted by Thomas Gilbert in 1719 so that the “people of 
the Presbyterian persuasion” might erect a “Meeting House.” The congregation took steps in 1843 to 
become part of the Free Church of Scotland, and in 1929 became part of the Church of Scotland. It is 
now a member of the Presbytery of Europe as part of the Church of Scotland. 

On November 29, 1936 St. Andrew’s Eve, at the Inverurie Hotel in Paget, a meeting was held to 
form a Caledonian club and discuss it aims and objectives. The Society which was subsequently formed 
had as its aims the promotion of friendliness among Scots in Bermuda; provision of relief to members in 
times of adversity and assistance of Scots residing in Bermuda; the preservation and promotion of 
Scottish history, culture, literature and music of Scotland, and the encouragement of community caring 
by raising of funds for local charities. The first function of the Bermuda Caledonian Society was a dinner 
and dance at the Hamilton Hotel on January 25, 1937 to celebrate Burns’ Night. It has continued since 
then to promote Scottish culture in Bermuda and to give back to the Bermudian community in a variety 
of ways. 
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OUR GUEST PERFORMERS

THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE PIPE BAND ‘H’ DIVISION & DANCERS.  
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
The RCMP ‘H’  (Halifax) Division Pipes and Drums (Nova Scotia)  was formed in May 2004 and is one of 
seven RCMP volunteer pipe bands located in communities across Canada. The seven pipe bands are in 
Halifax, NS; Moncton, NB; Montreal, QC; Ottawa, ON; Regina, SK; Edmonton, AB; and Vancouver, BC.
The RCMP ‘H’ Division Pipes and Drums is comprised of police and citizen volunteers from throughout 
Nova Scotia who come together to share and showcase their musical talent and help bring the community 
closer to its national police. Since its first public appearance at the annual Apple Blossom Parade in 
Kentville, NS, in May 2005, the band has been in constant demand to appear at public functions.
The band has a wealth of talent and experience in its ranks, with most members having previously played in 
bands from Grade 4 to Grade 1 competitive levels. This allows the band to deliver a high quality, high 
impact presentation in terms of sound as well as appearance.

MACKENZIE SCHOOL OF DANCE.
YARMOUTH, NOVA SCOTIA
MacKenzie School of Dance is an International Award winning dance school under the instruction of 
Michelle MacKenzie and is located in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada. Dancers from the school have 
performed and competed at such places as the Magic Kingdom, Walt Disney World, Florida; The Hawaii 
Highland Games in Waikiki; the Edinburgh Military Tattoo; and most recently at the Barbados Celtic 
Festival. This time, the dancers travelling to Bermuda are all beginner level dancers, ranging in age from 
9-16, along with 2 adult dancers. It will be the first competition for some of them and the first dance trip for 
this particular group of girls.

THE SCHIEHALLION DANCERS. 
HAMILTON, ONTARIO
The Schiehallion Dance ensemble was established in Hamilton in 1968, by former World Champion 
Highland Dancer, Sandra Bald Jones, who continues as their Director. Over the years dancers have come 
and gone, but the enthusiasm and high standards maintained by this group have resulted in delighting 
audiences in many parts of Canada, the United States, Great Britain, Asia and Europe.

The Schiehallion Dancers have participated in The Last Tattoo in Berlin: Festival of Flowers – The Channel 
Islands: Festival Interceltique – Brittany: Scottish Festival-Hawaii, and a Folk Festival in Macau: A 
highlight was appearing in The Edinburgh Tattoo in 1981, 1986 and 2003. Other performances include: The 
Queens visit to Hamilton:, “Wee Maggie goes to Scotland” Hamilton Place (Fundraiser for Sick Children’s 
Hospital):, the opening ceremonies of the World Cycling Championship, and 18 years of performances in 
Musical Mosaic (a fund raiser for the Cancer Assistance Program). They have also been participants in the 
Hamilton Tattoo, for the past 21 years.

MACKENZIE GROUP SCHIEHALLION DANCERSRCMP PIPE BAND ‘H’ DIV. & DANCERS
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

10:00am 	
 Official Dance Competition begins.   (No entry to public until 2.30pm)

2:30pm	
 Opening Parade from City Hall

2:30pm  	
 Gates Open

3:00pm 	
 Welcome by HE The Governor of Bermuda, Mr. George Fergusson. 
	
 	
 Bermuda Highland Games begin. 

3:30pm 	
 First events begin. 

	
 	
 EuroCar	
 Tug O’ War

	
 	
 BELCO	
 Tossing the caber

4:00pm	
 MacKenzie School of Dance

5:00pm 	
 eFit	
 	
 Highland Run (cross-country).

6:30pm	
 Schiehallion Dancers

7:00pm  	
 Presentation of Prizes.

	
 	
 Games as well as Dance Competition

8:00pm	
 Mackenzie School of Dance 

8:15pm	
 Christ Church Warwick Choir

8:45pm	
 Schiehallion Dancers

9:00pm 	
 Closing Ceremony and March Past by Massed Bands

	
 	
 Audience participation in finale song - Rose of Kelvingrove 

Master of Ceremonies – Bruce Murray 

‘The Aberdonian’

Ably assisted by others......
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The song about an area of woodland, 
beside the river Kelvin, which was a 
favourite spot for young lovers to meet.
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THE BERMUDA ISLANDS PIPE BAND

The Bermuda Islands Pipe Band (BIPB) was established in 1993 from 
the merger of the Bermuda Cadets Pipe Band (1955) and the Bermuda 
Pipe Band (1958).  From the beginning, the focus of the band was on 
sharing the music of the bagpipes.  We encourage our members to 
develop their musicianship while having a fun and enjoyable experience. 
We hope the BIPB audiences enjoy the experience as well.

THE DANCERS OF THE BERMUDA ISLAND PIPE BAND

Students of all  ages and levels of ability  are trained in the art  of highland 
dance.  Whether you have a dance background, an interest in highland 
dance, family traditions or just  the desire to try something ‘different’, 
we welcome you to join one of our classes.

We follow a syllabus recommended by the Scottish Board of Highland 
Dancing (SOBHD). We offer an annual examinations program and 
dancers who register with the SOBHD are able to compete in our local as 
well as international Highland Dancing Competitions. Our pupils have 
the opportunity  to perform with the Bermuda Islands Pipe Band and 
other events.   

For more information on the Bermuda Islands Pipe Band contact Pipe 
Major A. David Frith onthebank@logic.bm  For more information on the 
Dancers of the Bermuda Islands Pipe Band contact Marisa Stones  - 
Highland Dancing Bermuda bipbdancers@gmail.com

THE BAND OF THE BERMUDA REGIMENT

If you have musical ability and would like to try out for the Band during your first year of training - or, if 
you are under the age of 18 now and you would like to volunteer for the Regiment Band, call Regimental 
Headquarters on 238-1045 to arrange to speak with the Director of Music, Major Dwight Robinson.

Band Company is one of the most well-known units within the Bermuda 
Regiment - and they are famous all over the world, having travelled as far 
away as Australia among many other countries in their history of musical 
performance.    The Band is also the cornerstone of the performances we 
have seen in Bermuda last year for the 2009 Bermuda Tattoo, as well  as the 
2005 Tattoo, both of which have seen other bands and musical groups visit 
Bermuda from all around the globe.

Special Mention and a Hearty Thank you for the participation of the
North Village Band
Terceira’s Stables

The Hunt Club of Bermuda
Mr. Ed Christopher

Christ Church of Warwick Choir
Our overseas Adjudicator, Jacqueline Smith –Bozzelli & Scruitineer, Dana Gamache

all those who donated Raffle Prizes to our ‘Raffle on the Day’
&

OUR MARVELOUS VOLUNTEERS

mailto:onthebank@logic.bm
mailto:onthebank@logic.bm
mailto:bipbdancers@gmail.com
mailto:bipbdancers@gmail.com
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WE COULD NOT HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF OUR SPONSORS

JARDINE GIBBONS PROPERTIES LIMITED

ANONYMOUSGILL & ALLAN GRAY
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THE BERMUDA HIGHLAND GAMES

2014

SATURDAY - 14 JUNE

2.30pm to 10pm

 Saltus Field.

It is hoped that the guest pipe band will be the 

Greater Glasgow Police Pipe Band 

(previously known as the Strathclyde Police Pipe Band)
****

THE 2013 BERMUDA HIGHLAND GAMES STEERING COMMITTEE
JOHN LANG, CHAIR

IAN HIND
ELIZABETH WARD

A.DAVID FRITH
DWIGHT ROBINSON

MARISA STONES
AIDAN STONES

BARRY DUNSMORE
CLAIRE HATTIE

JEREMY PINCHIN

The Annual Caledonian Society of Bermuda St. Andrew’s Ball will be held on the 30 November 
2013 at the Fairmont Hamilton Princess.  

Tickets will be available from the committee starting in September.
 

Join us on Facebook.  

Thank you for your support

Haste ye back!


